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recent flooding in the Southeast, the Disaster
Loan Program of the Small Business Admin-
istration (SBA) is out of funds. This Act pro-
vides $470 million for SBA’s Disaster Loan
Program. Concurrently with signing H.R.
4603 into law, I am informing the Congress
of my designation of these funds as an emer-
gency requirement, thereby making them
available.

Finally, this Act provides important fund-
ing for our contribution to United Nations
international peacekeeping efforts around
the world. These efforts are essential to re-
ducing regional tensions and preventing or
stopping the horror of war.

Unfortunately, the Act does not provide
sufficient funding for the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC) for fiscal year
1995. If the Congress does not provide addi-
tional funds for the SEC before adjourning
in October, the SEC will have to shut down
before the Congress returns next year. To
avoid this, I urge the Congress to enact legis-
lation providing the necessary budgetary re-
sources for the SEC prior to the start of the
new fiscal year.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 26, 1994.

NOTE: H.R. 4603, approved August 26, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–317. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Appointment for the President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation
August 26, 1994

The President today announced the ap-
pointment of Ann M. Forts of Center Har-
bor, New Hampshire, as a member of the
President’s Committee on Mental Retarda-
tion (PCMR).

Ms. Forts will become the second self-ad-
vocate [a person with mental retardation] to
serve as a member of the President’s Com-
mittee on Mental Retardation and the second
self-advocate appointed by the President to
serve on the Committee.

In appointing Ms. Forts, the President
praised the contribution that she will make

as a self-advocate on the PCMR Board: ‘‘Ann
Forts represents the goal of my administra-
tion in meeting the needs of citizens with
disabilities. By listening to citizens with dis-
abilities, as experts about their lives and what
they need to live healthy and productive
lives, we will be able to pursue our common
vision of moving from exclusion to inclusion,
from dependence to independence, from pa-
ternalism to empowerment. I look forward
to the insight and wisdom Ann Forts will
share with the members of the President’s
Committee on Mental Retardation.’’

NOTE: A biography of the appointee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 27, 1994

Good morning. This has been an historic
week for the American people. After 6 years
of talking about crime, Members of Congress
in both Houses from both parties overcame
their partisan divisions and the false choices
of the past to pass the toughest attack on
crime in history. With a little good faith and
an awful lot of hard work, both Democrats
and Republicans took a stand against crime
as the American people had demanded they
do for years.

For all those Americans who want Wash-
ington to work for them, passing the crime
bill shows we can break the stranglehold of
politics-as-usual and solve the problems you
sent us all here to solve.

Crime and violence have been increasing
for a long time. Too many law-abiding citi-
zens have been killed on their streets and
in their homes. Too many of our children
have been terrified on their streets and in
their schools. Too many police officers have
been killed in the line of duty, too many fami-
lies torn apart. But for 6 years, Washington
just talked about the crime problem and
failed to act. But this week, Congress acted.
The special interests lost. The public interest
won. Democrats and Republicans came to-
gether without regard to party to make
America safer, and every American can take
heart.
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This is how Washington should work. It’s
how I wanted a Washington to work when
I came here as President, and how I hope
it will work in the future. All the elements
of an anticrime program I talked about in
my campaign for President are present in this
bill and a lot more good things as well.

This crime bill will put 100,000 more po-
lice on our streets in community policing,
walking the beat, preventing crime, as well
as catching criminals. That’s a 20 percent in-
crease in the number of police officers in
America. It will provide more prisons and
longer sentences for violent criminals. It will
lock up the most dangerous criminals for
good by making ‘‘three strikes and you’re
out’’ the law of the land. It will provide great-
er protection to women and children by im-
posing tougher penalties on those who prey
on them. It will say to anyone who kills a
police officer, ‘‘You, too, can pay with your
life.’’

The crime bill answers the call of police
officers everywhere to do more to prevent
crime from happening in the first place. It
will help to steer young people away from
gangs and drugs by helping them learn right
from wrong and giving them something to
say yes to as well as something to say no to.

This bill does make it clear that some
things are very wrong and young people must
say no to them. That’s why it prohibits juve-
niles from owning handguns and prohibits
them from using them except under the su-
pervision of a qualified adult. And this bill
does something else that police officers have
wanted us to do for a very long time. It bans
assault weapons that were designed for sol-
diers to use in war but that have been used
instead by gang members and gangsters to
make war on police and innocent citizens.

And in another dramatic departure from
politics as usual, this entire crime bill will
be paid for not with new taxes, not by in-
creasing the deficit but by reducing the Fed-
eral work force by over a quarter of a million
people to its lowest level in 30 years and tak-
ing all that money to empower people to
make their lives safer. More police on the
street, less Government in Washington, that’s
a good deal for the American people.

Let’s remember why this bill finally
passed. It passed because half a million po-
lice officers who risk their lives every day
stood up and made their voices heard. It
passed because the families of innocent vic-
tims like Polly Klaas stood up and made their
voices heard. It passed because parents and
teachers and senior citizens who want their
streets back stood up and made their voices
heard, the ordinary voices of ordinary Ameri-
cans that Washington so often ignored. This
week, they weren’t ignored. This week they
were heard, and they made all the difference.

We know many challenges remain. We
waited 6 years for a crime bill. Now we have
to implement that bill and make it work in
the lives of the American people. But the
American people have waited 60 years for
Washington to do something comprehensive
about health care. It’s a difficult challenge;
there are even more interest groups irate
against making real change. But we have to
meet it because it affects our children, our
families, and our future, our human quality
of life and our ability to pay for the basic
things in life as well as to run the Federal
Government without increasing the deficit.

Already we’ve made more progress on
health care than ever before. Members of
both parties are trying hard to work out their
differences. And health care will be the first
order of business when Congress returns. We
have to continue this fight; we have to win
it.

The crime bill shows we can. It shows that
when we put aside the rhetoric and the par-
tisanship, we can solve any issue and meet
any challenge. Its narrow victory also shows
the damage, the danger that partisanship can
bring to our deliberation. But we can get past
the partisan static that drowns out the voices
of ordinary Americans. We can put coopera-
tion over confrontation. We can move Amer-
ica forward. We can put the American people
first, and we proved it this week.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:35 p.m. on
August 26 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 27.
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Executive Order 12925—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between the
Soo Line Railroad Company and
Certain of Its Employees
Represented by the United
Transportation Union
August 29, 1994

A dispute exists between the Soo Line
Railroad Company and certain of its employ-
ees represented by the United Transpor-
tation Union.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151–188)
(the ‘‘Act’’).

In the judgment of the National Mediation
Board, this dispute threatens substantially to
interrupt interstate commerce to a degree
that would deprive a section of the country
of essential transportation service.

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested
in me as President by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 10 of the Act, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Establishment of Emergency
Board (‘‘Board’’). There is established, effec-
tive August 29, 1994, a Board of three mem-
bers to be appointed by the President to in-
vestigate this dispute. No member shall be
pecuniarily or otherwise interested in any or-
ganization of railroad employees or any rail-
road carrier. The Board shall perform its
functions subject to the availability of funds.

Sec. 2. Report. The Board shall report to
the President with respect to the dispute
within 30 days of its creation.

Sec. 3. Maintaining Conditions. As pro-
vided by section 10 of the Act, from the date
of the creation of the Board and for 30 days
after the Board has submitted its report to
the President, no change in the conditions
out of which the dispute arose shall be made
by the parties to the controversy, except by
agreement of the parties.

Sec. 4. Records Maintenance. The records
and files of the Board are records of the Of-
fice of the President and upon the Board’s
termination shall be maintained in the phys-
ical custody of the National Mediation Board.

Sec. 5. Expiration. The Board shall termi-
nate upon the submission of the report pro-
vided for in sections 2 and 3 of this order.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 29, 1994.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., August 30, 1994]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on August 31.

Statement on the Death of Drug
Enforcement Administration Agents

August 30, 1994

I join the American people in mourning
the deaths of five young agents of the Drug
Enforcement Administration, lost when their
plane crashed in Peru this past weekend.
Agents Frank Fernandez, Jay Seale, Mere-
dith Thompson, Frank Wallace, and Juan
Vars demonstrated a true devotion to duty
and a commitment to ridding our country of
the scourge of illegal drugs.

Every day, dedicated men and women risk
their lives in the international war against
drugs. Working with officials from many na-
tions, our DEA agents have made great
progress in this struggle. But, as we have seen
this week, this war is not an easy one. Even
our most valiant young soldiers fall victim.

These courageous agents served to make
America’s streets safer for our children, and,
in their names, we rededicate ourselves to
fighting drug production, trafficking, and
use.

On behalf of a grateful nation, I extend
deepest sympathies to the families of these
heroic individuals. Their bright lives will re-
main inspirations to all of us.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this statement.
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